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Public Schools Week

Tomorrow is the beginning of public Schools Week
in California.

Most scheols here and throughout the state will
observe the week with special programs designed to
give the public an opportunity to take stock of Cali-
fornia’s most important mission—the education of her
children.

Theme of the week-long observance this year is
“Keep America Strong—Support Our Public Schools.”

As parents and taxpayers, the public has a very
real investment in schools and all good investors have
an obligation to see how their money is being used.

No one can fully understand the school program,
of course, in one visit to the classroom. But it can be-
come the beginning of a fuller understanding if this
contact is followed by closer ties hetween teacher and
parent.

Reluctant parents, tempted to stay home by the
fireside in a soft chair, should recall that open house
events at school provide an occassion for their chil-
dren to show their labors and their progress. Indiffer-
ence on the part of parents—and on the part of the
community as a whole—breeds indifference in stu-
dents.

Parents must never forget that successful educa-
tional programs are not the sole burden of the school.
Home influences usually are decisive in how well chil-
dren do, both in and out of the classroom.

Neither should parents forget that quality educa-
tion costs money—and lots of it. One can’t penny-pinch
education and simultaneously expect a short-changed
school to stimulate children to reach maximum ability
potentials. The best home influences can't completely
overcome a second-rate schocl.

And educators should remember that money alone
cannot improve the quality of educational programs
in the community. Spending will not solve all the prob-
lems, nor does it automatically guarantee a quality
educational program.

Torrance’s public schools are among the finest in
the state—if not, indeed, the nation; yet, there are
problems. Continued growth has created the need for
additional classrooms; new programs must be devised
to meet the constantly increasing needs of students
in this new age; problems posed by dropout students
must be faced

These things, and more, must be done, however,
within a framework of financial responsibility. Torrance
has been fortunate that its boards of education over
the years have been attuned to both the needs of our
children and the burdens of our taxpayers. The result
is a school system which provides one of the best edu-
cational programs in the state for a reasonable tax
dollar,

Public Schools Week is a good time to assess the
achievements and the failures of the Torrance schools.
It is also a good time to re-emphasize this accepted
but too often forgotten truth: Education is our wisest
investment.

Take this opportunity to visit vour child’s class-
room. Talk with his teacher. Examine the materials
used by the teacher. You'll be surprised by what you
learn.

Let the People Choose

Even though not required by the Constitution,
most of the 50 states as they came into the Union, or-
ganized their legislatures following the federal pattern
—one house apportioned according to population and
one by geographical arcas. In this way, statewide and
regional interests were balanced with the concerns and
wishes of the populous city areas. But on June 15, 1964,
the Supreme Court by a six-to-three decision ruled that
both houses in state !egislatures must be made up of
districts equal in population.

The question is this—by what right does a federal
court set aside the wishes of the people and redesign
the government of the states” Senator Everett Dirksen
has introduced a Constitutional Amendment, Senate
Joint Resolution 103, which, if adopted, would permit
the people in each state to continue if they wished—
to apportion one house of their state legislature on fac-
* tors other than population. A majority of congressmen

support this Amendment—but it takes two thirds ap-

proval to change the Constitution. Twenty eight states
have passed resolutions calling for a national constitu-
tional convention to bring the issue before the people
~but 34 are required.

1f our congressional members were chosen on the
basis of population only, for both Representatives and

Senators, instead of on population for Representatives,

and then two Senators for each state regardless of pop-

ulation, the voters from small town and rural areas
would have little voice in government. The people of
every state must make their wishes known now,

| Opinions of Others |

Retraining of workers whose skills are no longer
needed in a fine thing. Education for the children of
poor families is also needed. Federal aid, if accom-
panied by complete local freedom is acceptable. When
it comes to the point of having to guarantee every
family an annual income, then something has happened
to this great nation.—Rochester (N.H.) Courier,
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Times change. We can look back along the years
to a time when we paid no income tax, and neither
did our friends, Now the Tax Foundation says Ameri
cans work 2 hours and 20 minutes of every elxhl-h.our
day just to meet their federal, state, and local tax bills.
~~Toledo (lowa) Chronicle.
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District Attorney Reports

Anti-Smut Measure Not
Wise, Younger Declares

By EVELLE J. YOUNGER
District Attorney

Petitions to put an anti-
obscenity initiative on the
ballot—currently being cir-
culated by a group named
CLEAN, INC.—create a cur-
iously different problem for
the District Attorney's Of-
fice. We don’t like to oppose
the measure, but because of
the manner in which it was
drawn, it appears unwise to
su| it,

view we share with
many specialists in the field.

The best available judg-
ment seems to be that sev-
eral provisions in the initia-
tive are unconstitutional.
But if it passed, it would re.
peal existing obscenity laws,
Then, if it were declared
unconstitutional, we would
have no way at all to prose-
cute those who spread smut
in the community.

It should be remembered,
too, that once it qualifies
for election, nothing in the
measure can be changed.
The public cannot vote on
part of a ballot proposition.

We have analyzed the
CLEAN, INC, initiative line
by line and word by word,
and we have found it leaves
vital questions unanswered.

It seeks, for one thing, to
make a jury see things as
if through the eyes of a
juvenile, But we feel a jury
must use its best adult judg-
ment in deciding what is
good or bad for minors,

Again, the measure would
have a jury impose a fine on
an offender, but it leaves
unanswered whether a trial
judge may add a jail sen-
tence. Yet in many cases a
period behind bars is the
most effective way to dis-
courage these offenders,

Too, the initiative would
do away with the question
of whether the book or pic-
ture, or whatever it is, has
any redeeming social im-
portance, But the US. Su-
preme Court says that must
be considered, So this part
of the measure would cer-
tainly make it unconstitu-
tional,

In murky arecas like these
—and there are others—the
initiative could founder and
leave California unarmed
against the smut peddlers.
Not that we find everything
about it dubious. Some
things in it are highly com-
mendable and should be
supported by all decent citi-
zens, and the California
League Enlisting Action
Now (CLEAN) has shown
fine spirit.

Its founders, incidentally,
include, among others, Lloyd
Wright, Sr., past president
of the American Bar Asso-
ciation; Secretary of State
Frank M, Jordan; and Jack
Schrade, state senator from
the San Diego area.

Their work may be help-
ful in the end. It may wia
enactment of a measure like
AB 87, which this depart-
ment pushed unsuccessfully
last year and which would
protect juveniles from mor-
ally corruptive matter,

Then we would all owe
something to the men of
CLEAN, INC.

preme Court on obscenity—
it will make things easier
for us.

It seems likely that we
will be able to prosecute
some persons who appeared
beyond our reach until now.

But it is also safe to say
that material many may con-
sider objectionable will con-
tinue to be circulated, and
those who circulate it will
remain beyond prosecution.

One final forecast: It will
take some time before we
know how much further we
can go because of the recent
court rulings.
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At last count there were
still about 15 cases awaiting
trial as a result of the riot-
ing last August in central
Los Angeles. And the story
is the same as it has been:
the District Attorney’s of-
fice is ready, but the de-
fense has not been.

There are about 50 de-
fendants who have not had
preliminary hearings. These
are mostly persons who have
jumped bail or who, for
other r have not

If the question of ob
ity seems to throw a cloud
of confusion in general the
topless waitress appears to
leave almost everybody be-
wildered. Or so you would
think if you answered our
office telephones,

The fact is that a police-
man cannot simply arrest a
woman because some parts
of her anatomy are uncov-
ered. There is a fine line
here between what is legal-
ly obscene and what s
merely indecent, The crucial
question is just what the
girl does with her undraped
body.

If she moves arourd in a
way that is suggestive, there
is a pretty good chance that
she will find herself in trou-
ble with the law, Our own
recent prosecutions show
that.
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One thing apparently can
be predicted safely about
the effect of those recent
decisions of the U. S, Su-

Morning Report:

In New York, a young couple that were introduced

to each other through a computer have decided to get
married. As a married man, 1 have just one word of
advice: don't,

The computer found them compatible but what
computers don’t know is that it is only incompatible
couples that can stand the strains of marriage. You
show me a married pair who have the same interests,
peccadillos, and characters and I'll pass their names
on to a good divorce lawyer, which they will soon need,

As 1 well know, what a careful driver needs in a
wife is somebody who can manage to collide with a
parking meter on an empty street in broad daylight
And be convinced it wasn't her fault.

Abe Mellinkoft

been available for prosecu-
tion,

But the big job is really
over. We have disposed of
more than 1,650 cases. No-
body is overworked any
more because of the riots.

HERB CAEN SAYS:

Cassius Clay Has Backer
In His Fight With Press

That the virulent attacks
on Cassius Clay by sports-
writers seem a little suspect
(and annoyingly self-right-
eous). Clay’s sins seem
to be (1) that he really can
fight. (2) that he is even
more verbal than his attack-
ers, (3) that he is consistent-
ly true to his beliefs, and
(4) that he won't kow-tow to
the Establishment and press.
What the sportswriters want
from a Negro heavyweight
champ, obviously, is the pro-
totype! a shuffling, sham-
bling moron who blows his
money, winds up broke, and
becomes an object of pity.
Clay is something new—and
independent—and the old
hacks don’t know what to
make of him,

That I don’t trust men un-
der 30 with beards any more
than they trust men over 30
without them. And now that
I've passed 50, I'm prepared
to mistrust everybody, es-
pecially those who say, “But
you don't LOOK it!"

* % %

Add Sightems that stick:
Screenstar Gregory Peck,
nat'l chairman of the Amer-
ican Cancer Societv, rising
from his table at DNe] Vec-
chio’s, walking to the cigar-
ette machine, buying him-
self two packs. . .. You

know who's hotter at the
box office around here than
Judy Garland or Harry Bela-
fonte put together? Herb
Alpert and the Tihuanna
Brass, that's who. The
group's seven performances
here broke Judys and
Harry's record: every seat
sold, plus 250 extra chairs
per show — and an advance
sale of $114,112. Mr. Alpert,
aged 29, received 60 per
cent . . . The death of the

San Francisco

beloved artist, Maxfield Par-
rish, sent Hurford Sharon
to his files (he is a member
of the Sharon clan, which
built the Palace Hotel).
There, Hurford found the
correspondence, dated 1909,
between Fred Sharcn and
Parish, in which Sharon
asked for “an originzl paint-
ing suitable for the Palace
bar:” Parrish, then living in
Windsor, Vt., decided on the
Pied Piper, which became
the name of the bar, and
used the children in his
neighborhood as the sub-
jects. Sharon paid $6,000 for
the celebrated picture,
which is now insured for
$50,000 and is probably
worth twice that.

That although censorship
in any form is intolerable,
it would be nice if we liber-
tarians were provided wh»
something more roble .
defend than Ralph Ginz-
burg's tacky little publica-
tion, or those sleazy “‘under-
ground” movies that indeed
are without redeeming so-
cial or artistic merit, 1 will
still defend almost to the
death the right of these
types to piddle around with
their junk, but forgive me
if my indignation is less
than total,

That among the real mys-
teries of the AGE is the ap-
parent growing appeal of
the John Birch Socicty.

That the Golden Gate
Bridge people could find a
way to prevent suicides, if
they really wanted to — but
apparently an “unsightly
fence” is less to be desired
than a death toll that gives
the bridge a world-wide no-
toriety, Quote “If they don’t
jump here, they’d jump
:omepllce else.” Prove it.

That capital punishment
will be with us for a long
time because killing a killer
is easier than thinking fur-
ther about him and the
problem.

ROYCE BRIER

Deadweight of Tradition
Cause of Indian Famine

There are many discour-
aging aspects in the plight
of India, but President John-
son sould get from Congress
what he asks to forestall a
famine condition now threat.
ened there.

This rescue operation
would probably be more
promising were India a
tightly integrated state
which could enforc. these
measures necessary to lift it
from its food depression.
But a more integrated state
might be a less democratic
state existing in the shadow
of totalitarian China.

The President's plan re-
quires authorization to ma-
nipulate some of our sur-
pluses, This year he wants
to ship 3.5 million tons of
grain, mostly wheat, togeth-
er with corn, tobacco and
cotton, In addition, Canada
plans to ship 1 million tons
of wheat, and all to be pur-
chased with rupees,

This immense supply
(which exceeds the annual
American production of
wheat) is now needed to al-
leviate the malnutrition
which rapidly becomes fam-
ine unless arrested,

The President appealed to
other nations with food sur-
pluses to aid India, or to

provide industrial goods,
particularly fertilizers and
shipping.

The crisis, which has al-
ready brought riots in some
areas, has complex roots, ex-
perts say. It is partly due to
poor seasonal crops. But it
is partly due to inefficient
farm administration, and
again to the difficulty of
moving against the dead-
weight of tradition in the

World Affairs

Indian agricultural masses.

No way has yet been found
to make widespread inroads
on ancient Indian farming
methods. In this connection,
there is a marked deficien-
cy of fertilizers, which must
be imported or manufactur-
ed in India. But the latter
requires some years to get
going, and is of no avail this
year,
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India could increase its food
supply at least 50 per cent
with adequate [fertilizer
technique, experts say, but
there must be efficient dis-
tribution and ready accept-
mﬁ. by the farmer on the
soll,

This, then, is the problem,

WILLIAM HOGAN

Essays Examine Negro’s
Contribution to America

Last year's
“The Ni Writer in the
United States,” sponsored
by the University of Califor-
nia Extension Division at
Asilomar, has resulted in
one of this season's most in-
teresting books, This is “An-
ger and Beyond,” edited
with comment by Herbert
Hill, writer, teacher and la-
bor secretary of the NAACP,
who directed the Asilomar
affair,

“Anger and Beyond” is
a collection of absorbing
and vital essays by writers
both Negro and white —
Saunders Redding, Har-
vey Swados, Arna Bon-
temps, Nat Hentoff, Horace
R. Cayton and others,

The book is a belated rec-
ognition of the Negro's con-
tribution to the total Amer-
ican culture, It is also an
examination of individual
problems of Negro writers
who are no longer “invis-
ible men,” as witness Ralph
Ellison, James Baldwin, Le-
Rol Jones,
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The work has been a sur-
prise success, Herbert Hill
revealed during a visit here
the other day. Along with

symposium,

Hill's anthology of Negro
writing, “Soon, One Morn-
ing,” it is studied and dis-
cussed in collegcs both
North and South. The title
may explain why, It is not
that anger is unjustified in
Negro creativity, Hill ex-
plained, But mass rage crip-
ples art, or creativity of any
kind, It is to a point beyond
this that the Negro artist is
now reaching, a point where
he can confront evil and ap-

—

Books

praise it on his own terms.

Hill sees the recent re-
surgence of Negro creativity
akin to that produced by
the Irish rebellion, in terms
of Yeats, Sean O'Cagey and
other disciplined voices of
that revolutionary crisis. In
an introduction to tae book
Hill notes: “Negro writers
have no reluctance in deal-
ing with absurdities and
terrors of the white man’s
condition—and at the same
time they are telling the
truth about Negroes, the
most important truth that
white America needs to
know,

Hill also emphasized that
the great northern urban

ghetto; must be destroyed
before this new culture can
seep through to the whole
Negro community, Recent
legal and legislative victor-
les will be nullified if the
Negro is kept in economic
bondage. Paradoxically, the
Negro “renaissance” is ob-
served chiefly, if not totally,
by a non-Negro audience be-
cause of this bondage,

About this new cultural
ferment, Hill is cautiously
optimistic. He is optimistic
about Negro student writ-
ing, which does not imitate
white writing but seeks a
new self-determination and
self-perception, As Hill puts
it: “The unique social ex-
perience of the American
Negro is the stuff of great
literature.” But in the Negro
as “creator” there is a con-
flict of identities, and that
is what “Anger and Be-
yond" explores so well,

Hill will direct a sym
ium at UCLA in November,
much broader than the Asil-
omar project, “The Negro
and the Creative Arts” will
examine not only literature
but music (jazz and other),
the graphic arts, theater, On
this he is totally optimistic.

but it is on such a scale
that experts are not in full
agreement on the detail of
basic need.

Behind the problem is
the population problem.
With 490 million people, in-
creasing 12 million a year,
no solution can even be ap-
proached which does not in-
crease food supply in excess
of 2.4 per cent annually. A
5 per cent increase over
many years is indicated as a
minimum,

But India’s problem is
ours, dwarfing what so con-
cerns us in Indo-China.
From our viewpoint India
is, next to Japan, the most
important anchor of a free
E::t orderly world in the

Quote

The University's main bus-
iness is the advancement of
learning; if we neglect
learning, we will abuse our
central responsibility,
Johsua Lederberg, Stanford
professor,
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Undoubtedly people of my
age e about the
good old days

on the Lark—
but I'd guess most of that
reminscing takes place on

jets—SP attorney W. Har-
ney Wilson,
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I marvel that those who
wrote Genesis got such a
jolly good picture of crea-
tion without us scientists to
help them out. — LSB.
Leakey, UCLA anthropol-
ogist,
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The point of current in-
terest in automobile safety
is not in preventing acci-
dents, but in making acci-
dents safer—~W. F, Krause,
Los Angeles,
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I want to have my cake
and eat it too, 1 want to look
::t’_’_,‘,‘ I have to, but also

ean Hale, Hollywood
actress,

My Noighbors

“You don't like my new
hair-do—I can tell!”




